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VIE ET MORT D'UV REVOLUTIONVAIRE

e 4 septembre 1937, la police suisse découvre a Lausanne un cadavre criblé de douze balles de
revolver.Un assassinat qui ressemble a une exécution. Rapidement, I’enquéte parvint a déterminer
le nom de la victime: Ignace Reiss.
Né en 1899, Reiss, militant socialiste polonais, avait rallié les bolcheviks apres laémiere Guerre
Mondiale. Enr6lé dans les services secrets soviétiques, iloyagera dans divers pays d’Europe occidentale
ou il occupera d’'importantes fonctions.
En 1936, degolté par les exécutions qui cloturent le premier Grand h@cés de Moscou, il cherche a
rompre avec éclat, car il continue de se réclamer communiste. En juillet 1937, Reiss remet sa lettre de
rupture a Paris. Aussitot la chasse a I’'homme commence.rdis groupes d’assassins organisent un guet-
apens en Suisse. La femme et le jeune fils de Reiss doivent également disparaitre, on leur prépare du
chocolat fourré a la strychnine! C’est une amie de longue date de la famille, venue spécialement de
Rome, qui doit les leur remettre & Lausanne.

n 4 September in 1937 in Lausanne, the swiss police found a body riddled by twelve bullet
holes. The murder bore all the signs of anxecution. The victim was rapidly identified as Ignace
Reiss.
Born in 1899, Reiss was a Polish socialist militant who joined the Bolsheviks after World War 11.sA
a member of the soviet intelligence service, he travelled throughout western Europe and occupied several
important posts.
In 1936, outraged by the &ecutions that brought the first Moscow Trial to an end, Reiss attempted to
make a spectacular break, for he continued to consider himself a communist. In July 1937 he presented
his resignation in Paris, and this was the signal for a manhunt to begin. Three groups of killers organized
a trap for him in Switzerland. Reis&s Wife and young son were also slated to disappear, some chocolate
laced with strychnine was prepared for them. An old family friend coming specially from Rome was
charged to hand the «gift» @er to them in Lausanne.
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